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action, is the existence among that people of a Russian agency
arrogating to itself the title of a national Communist party.
That is particularly true of the German party in the years
1925-1933. In no party in Germany was there more will to
sacrifice, more reserves of courage and endurance, and by no
party were such will and such reserves more pitiably wasted.
Time and again the Communist party could have interfered,
probably with decisive revolutionary effect, had it been permitted
to do so, but it was never allowed even to take obvious advantage
of the mistakes of its enemies. It was never permitted to increase
its membership; as a party of paying members it was always
tragically small. That smallness might have been less important
if it had been permitted on the Leninist theory to become an
elite. But the Moscow master saw to it that, thanks to heresy
hunts and doctrinal disputes, its leadership constantly changed
till every man of independent view was weeded out. The leader-
ship was kept under strict control, the best way to avoid its
becoming an elite. It could do nothing, not even conduct a minor
party argument on doctrine, without a packet of instructions
from Moscow, and after these were digested there was always
some one realist enough to disagree and leave the party. It is
pitiable evidence of the enormous reserves of leadership in the
party, of the enormous reserves of intellectual strength, and,
what is more, of intellectual courage that, with leaders leaving
it almost every month, the party right up to the end possessed a
leadership which, with freedom of action, would have compared
very favourably with that of any other party. But Moscow took
good care to see that the Communist leaders, as the primitive
unmans himself before a mystic deity, became intellectual and
political eunuchs to serve the better the aims and policies of an
ambitious foreign power.
The Communist leadership achieved two things, and two
only; it split the working-class movement in Germany, and
prevented any attempt to realize the Socialist state, and it held
impotent the revolutionary spirit of the country. The first was
in keeping with Moscow's traditional policy of weakening every
Socialist party that is not prepared to submit to the control of

